
Free!Easy-access tool to test forHL7 v2 conformance

The NIST HL7 v2 tes�ng tool is used by implementers for 
self-tes�ng, for ONC EHR Cer�fica�on, and by public health 
agencies in their on-boarding process with their providers

Be�er data quality, faster interface development,
and reduced costs

Issues and Need
●  The Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on (CDC) 
 and the Public Health Informa�on Network (PHIN) 
 developed and prescribe use of the PHIN MESSAGING 
 GUIDE FOR SYNDROMIC SURVEILLANCE, Release 2.0 
 for submission of syndromic data (published April 21, 
 2015)
●  Implementers must apply the standard as specified for 
 seamless data exchange 

Descrip�on of NIST HL7 v2 
Syndromic Surveillance Test Suite
●  Tes�ng confirms or refutes conformance to standard 

Advantages
● Implementa�ons that conform to 
 the standard are more likely to 
 interoperate seamlessly upon 
 installa�on, saving both �me and 
 money

3  EHR vendor
      self-tes�ng
3  ONC HIT 
 Cer�fica�on
      Tes�ng
3  On-boarding

NIST Syndromic Surveillance Test Suite
h�ps://hl7v2-ss-r2-tes�ng.nist.gov 

For more details contact: 
Robert Snelick 
robert.snelick@nist.gov 

●  NIST test tool includes both context-free tes�ng and context-based tes�ng
●  Context-free tes�ng provides a simple method for tes�ng message structure and vocabulary
●  Context-based tes�ng provides
 ●  Addi�onal tes�ng capabili�es through the means of directed test cases and example messages
 ●  A powerful mechanism to help implementers understand the intent of the implementa�on 
  guide via typical real world scenarios

National Institute of
Standards and Technology
U.S. Department of Commerce

The mission of NIST is to promote U.S. innovation and 
industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement 
science, standards, and technology in ways that enhance 
economic security and improve our quality of life.

Testing tool developed in collaboration with the CDC
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